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CARIBBEAN STUDENTS COLLOQUIUM 
WYNDHAM NEW YORKER | 481 EIGHT AVENUE | NEW YORK CITY

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 2016 | 5:30PM-8:30PM 
 

The Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO) will be staging the Caribbean Students Colloquium during 
Caribbean Week in New York, June 3-10, 2017.  The Students Colloquium is a forum designed to engage 
the future leaders of the Caribbean in tourism related activities, and is a competition in which teams of 
students at the tertiary level in the United States and the Caribbean vie for the Championship based on 
the best business plan and presentation of their chosen topic. 
 
Since 2011, the Caribbean Student Colloquium has been welcoming students from colleges and 
universities across the Caribbean and the United States, who are interested in sustainable initiatives and 
have a desire to be involved in their implementation.  The Colloquium challenges these students to 
research and present, free-style, a practical sustainable tourism project for the Caribbean that, upon 
implementation, will provide a sustainable source of income.  Sustainability is defined as the appropriate 
use of resources so that future generations may benefit from and enjoy them. The aim of sustainable 
tourism is to ensure that development is a positive experience for local people, tourism businesses and 
visitors.  
 
The Students Colloquium was created, in 2010, by a team of interns at CTO-USA, Inc. who were then 
enrolled at tertiary institutions in the Caribbean and the United States, in response to a challenge to 
them to identify a project for Caribbean Week that would engage the Youth.  Some of the interns from 
the initial planning group continue to contribute to organizing the Colloquium.   
 
A panel of judges comprising sustainable tourism practitioners and educators pre-selects the best five 
(5) submissions for presentations, based on the business plans the teams submit.  The five finalists 
will compete for the Championship title. 
 
PURPOSE 
The Colloquium’s purpose is: 

1. To serve as a catalyst for creativity through competitiveness and scholastic research. 

2. To enhance in-class learning among students, by heightening sensitivity to sustainable initiatives 
in the Caribbean region. 

3. To provide a platform for promoting the Caribbean as the most desirable year round warm 
weather destination. 
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TOPICS 
Each team is required to present on one of the following topics: 
1. Climate is a vital resource for tourism. Changing climate and  weather patterns at any Caribbean 

destination can significantly affect the tourists comfort and their travel  decisions. Propose a risk 
management approach aimed at reducing the negative impacts of climate change and, 
simultaneously, increasing the tourist propensity to travel. 

 
2. Despite positive tourist attitudes towards sustainable tourism, only a few tourists act accordingly by 

choosing responsible travel and vacation options, engaging in environmentally friendly practices or 
behaving responsibly towards destination communities by respecting the local environment and 
culture. Develop an initiative to encourage sustainable tourist behavior.  

 
3. A new world is emerging. Destinations worldwide are becoming “smart”. In this new smart world 

everything is connected, enabling the physical, digital and social domains to unite creating a new 
hybrid ecosystem. Develop an innovative “smart tourism” initiative for the Caribbean destination of 
your choice. Make a case for how your initiative will positively benefit the destinations residents, 
local economies and environment. 

 

COMPETITION RULES 
1. Each institution may register only ONE team of up to four (4) students. 

2. Each institution must indicate, by email to astowe@caribtourism.com, by March 15, its 
intention to compete and must submit the attached Registration Form with the names of the 
Team Members by April 21, 2017.  The cost to participate is US $99 per institution.   

3. Each Team is required to submit its Business Plan by April 21, 2017.  The Plan should clearly 
state the topic selected. 

4. A maximum of 5 teams will be selected to present at the Caribbean Students Colloquium. 

5. Presentations at the Colloquium may take any form the team chooses – PowerPoint 
presentation; drama; etc.  Use your creativity. 

6. A Jury of sustainable tourism development specialists will review and grade the business 
plans, to determine the teams that will be invited to present at the Caribbean Students 
Colloquium in New York and compete for the coveted winner’s trophy.  

7. As far as possible, the same judges will be invited to judge the presentations. 

8. Teams will be judged based on the following criteria: 
- Creativity and Persuasion 
- Significance and Practicality to the Caribbean Region 

- Originality 
- Clarity of Expression and Overall Communication 
- Team Spirit 
- Quality of Research 
- Organization of Presentation 
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9. The decision of the judges is final. 

10. Teams may invite students and instructors to the event.  Teams are asked to indicate, by May 
26, 2017, the total number of people they have invited.  The Caribbean Tourism Organization 
reserves the right to limit the number of attendees based on space availability. 

11. Teams and their supporters are responsible for all costs associated with participation in this 
event, including the procurement of visas, where necessary.  CTO will do whatever is possible 
to assist participating teams. 

12. Participating teams agree to allow photographs of team members to be taken and utilized by 
the Caribbean Tourism Organization for publicity purposes. 

13. CTO will provide feedback to the unsuccessful teams as communicated by the Judges. 
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